The knowledge of differentiation between hepatic and post-hepatic jaundice was unknown to the ancient physicians. Modern literature often points to Albrecht von Haller as being the first to describe obstructive jaundice in 1764 (1) 
lows: "… and sometimes the obstruction occurs within the ducts connecting the gallbladder to the bowel; therefore, the bile amount increases and flows back toward the liver, and distributes through the blood in the body…" (4). Haly
Abbas enumerated the clinical manifestations resulting from post-hepatic obstruction, including icteric skin and sclera, dark urine, and pale stool. He explained that the pale stool is only present in the post-hepatic form of the disease (all recent terms in modern nomenclature) (4). Based on this fact, and according to the aforementioned excerpts from The Royal Book, for what may be the first time in history of medicine, Haly Abbas distinguished between hepatic and posthepatic jaundice. Avicenna also has described the mentioned differentiation in the chapter of liver diseases after Haly Abbas. It is noteworthy that Avicenna was immensely influenced by his predecessors, including Haly Abbas (5-6). 
